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A
ut

o 
ed

iti
ng

 s
um

m
ar

y:

Automatic 
editing 
options

Photo 
Browser 
workspace

 The range of auto enhance options have been expanded for version 6 of Photoshop Elements 
and now includes Auto Color, Auto Levels, Auto Contrast and Auto Sharpen options along with Auto Smart Fix and Auto 
Red Eye Fix features found in the previous version. The features are grouped in the new Fix panel and include Rotate 
buttons and a new Crop option. 

Right-click 
menu

I

Automatic editing 

Ed
iti

ng
 

O
pt

io
ns

:
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 The Fix 
panel’s auto features 
can also be found in the 
Enhance menu of the 
Full Edit or Quick Fix 
workspaces. 

Auto Contrast

Auto Color 

Auto Levels

Auto Sharpen

(a) Original uncorrected image.
(b) After applying Auto Levels.
(c) After applying Auto Contrast.
(d) After applying Auto Color Correction.
(e) After Auto Color and Auto Sharpen
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Source

Destination

File naming

Image Size

File type

Quick Fix enhancement

Add Labels

 Elements users can automate the 
application of basic enhancement and editing features to a 
group of fi les using the Process Multiple Files feature located in 
the Full Edit workspace.

Automating editing of several pictures at once

5.04 Processing multiple fi les
Suitable for Elements – 6, 5.0, 4.0, 3.0 | Diffi culty level – Basic
Related techniques – 5.05, 5.06 
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Keystrokes for fast edits of multi-selected photos

Rotate Photos 90° Left

Rotate Photos 90° Right

Auto Smart Fix

Auto Red Eye Fix

The editing and enhancement 
options located on the right-click 
menu or the new Fix panel in the 
Photo Browser workspace can be 
just as easily applied to several 
photos that have been multi-
selected as to a single picture. 

This method is a quick and easy 
means of making automatic changes 
to a group of photos. 

 The Auto Red 
Eye fi x option is also available in 
dialogs that are used to import or 
download pictures onto your 
computer. Selecting this option 
instructs Elements to search and 
correct any occurrence of red eye in 
the photos you are loading into the 
Organizer workspace. 

5.06 Bulk Red Eye fi xing
Suitable for Elements – 6, 5.0, 4.0 | Diffi culty level – Basic 
Related techniques – 5.04, 5.05 

5.05 Multi-selection editing
Suitable for Elements – 6, 5.0, 4.0, 3.0 | Diffi culty level – Basic | Related techniques – 5.04, 5.06 
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Sem
i-auto editing sum

m
ary:

5.07 Using the Quick Fix Editor
Suitable for Elements – 6, 5.0, 4.0, 3.0 | Diffi culty level – Basic 
Related techniques – 5.08, 5.09 

Semi-automatic editing 
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Red Eye Fix

Smart Fix
control

Lighting control for 
changes to levels, 
contrast, shadows 
and highlights

Color control for 
changes to saturation, 
hue, color 
temperature and tint 

Sharpening
control

After 
preview

Before
preview

Zoom, Move, Crop, Red Eye 
Removal, Magic Selection Brush 
and Selection Brush tools

Rotate image
buttons

The Quick Fix editor 
combines the major 
automatic enhancing 
tools with manual 
override slider controls 
and great before and 
after preview pictures.

 The Adjust 
Smart Fix option provides a slider 
control for the auto enhancement 
effects applied by the feature.

5.08 Adjust Smart Fix
Suitable for Elements – 6, 5.0, 4.0, 3.0 | Diffi culty level – Basic
Related techniques – 5.01, 5.03
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Manual editing 

5.09 The Full Edit workspace 
Suitable for Elements – 6, 5.0, 4.0, 3.0, 2.0, 1.0 | Diffi culty level – Basic 
Related techniques – 5.07 

M
anual editing sum

m
ary:

 The manual versions of 
many automatic or semi-automatic 
enhancement features are located in the 
lower part of the Enhance menu.  
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Jump to 
Organizer 

Auto/manual feature equivalents
Automatic feature Manual equivalent

Auto Levels
Levels or Shadows/Highlights or Brightness/Contrast 

or Adjust Color Curves

Auto Color Correction Remove Color Cast or Color Variations or Adjust Color For Skin Tones

Auto Contrast
Levels or Shadows/Highlights or Brightness/Contrast 

or Adjust Color Curves

Auto Red Eye Fix Red Eye Removal Tool

Auto Smart Fix
 Levels or Shadows/Highlights or Brightness/Contrast 

or Adjust Color Curves together with
Remove Color Cast or Color Variations or Adjust Color For Skin Tones

Auto Sharpen Unsharp Mask or Adjust Sharpness

 Photoshop 
Elements provides manual alternatives for all 
its automatic and semi-automatic editing 
options. This table summarizes the specifi c 
manual features that can be used as 
alternatives. 

Toolbar Options barMenu bar

Palettes in the 
Task Pane

Task Pane options

Edit modes

Image displayed 
in workspace

Floating palette 
displayed 
in workspace

Open images shown 
in the Project Bin

 Advanced editing and 
enhancement techniques are generally applied 
in the Full Edit workspace. 
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5.10 Guided Edits 
Suitable for Elements – 6 | Diffi culty level – Basic

Along with a new interface 
the Adobe engineers have 
created a third editing 
workspace to help users 
with their enhancement 
activities. 

Full Edit
workspace

Quick Fix
workspace

Guided Edit
workspace

 Edit task 
pane button

New editing options in Photoshop Elements 6
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 The Guided edit workspace combines step-by-step instruction with 
embedded enhancement or edit controls.

Non Destructive editing, the professional’s choice
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 Photoshop 
Elements contains eight different 
adjustment layers.

Adjustment layers alter the look of 
the image layers that are positioned 
below them in the layers palette.

5.11 Adjustment Layers 
Suitable for Elements – 6, 5.0, 4.0, 3.0, 2.0, 1.0 | Diffi culty level – Basic

Levels

Brightness/Contrast

Hue/Saturation

Gradient Map
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Photo Filter 

Invert

Threshold

Posterize

 To link the changes made via an adjustment layer to a single layer 
only, make sure that the adjustment layer is directly above the image layer to be changed and then with the 
adjustment layer active, choose Layer > Group with Previous or Ctrl G. 
Pro Tip: Alt click on the border between a layer and the one below it to Group With Previous.

Gradient Map adjustment layer 
being applied to both image 

layers

Gradient Map adjustment layer grouped with 
Layer 1 so that the convert to gray change only 

occurs in one layer only

5.12 ‘All Layers’ tool options 
Suitable for Elements – 6, 5.0, 4.0, 3.0, 2.0, 1.0 | Diffi culty level – Basic 
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5.14 Layer Masking 
Suitable for Elements – 6, 5.0, 4.0, 3.0, 2.0, 1.0 | Diffi culty level – Basic

 By 
painting into a separate layer whose 
Blend Mode has been changed to 
Color you have the ability to tint the 
grayscale image while still retaining 
the original capture in the 
background layer.
Note: Keep in mind that the grayscale 
image needs to be in RGB Color mode 
to be tintable.
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5.15 Duplicate layers
Suitable for Elements – 6, 5.0, 4.0, 3.0, 2.0, 1.0 | Diffi culty level – Basic

 Modifying the mask associated with adjustment layers provides the option to customize where the 
effects of the layer are applied to the image layer. Using varying levels of gray will also change the strength of the 
enhancement effect. A darker gray will produce less noticeable changes whereas a light gray will allow more of the 
adjustment layer’s effects to be seen.
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Secret Pro Tip:

 When there is no other option than apply editing changes directly to the image layer then 
the best way to ensure that your original pixels are protected is to duplicate the image layer and execute the 
changes on the copy (a). With multi-layer documents use the Copy Merge command to duplicate the contents of all 
layers fi rst before applying the editing changes to the merge layer (b).
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Giving Elements a helping hand

 Users can add to the functionality of Elements by opening Photoshop 
documents (a) containing Photoshop only adjustment layers (e.g. Curves, Selective Color, Black and White and 
Color Balance) and then dragging these layers to their Element documents (b). The adjustment layer’s 
enhancements will be applied to the document, but the settings for these layers can not be altered in Elements.  

5.16 Borrowing Photoshop features
Suitable for Elements – 6, 5.0, 4.0, 3.0, 2.0, 1.0 | Diffi culty level – Basic 
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 The book’s website contains several documents created in Photoshop that can be 
used to donate Photoshop only adjustment layers to your Elements document. 
(a) Photoshop-Selective-Color.psd
(b) Photoshop-Convert-to-gray.psd
(c)Photoshop-Curves.psd
(d) Photoshop-Split-Tones.psd
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Photoshop donor documents

Photoshop-Selective-Color.psd

Photoshop-Convert-to-Gray.psd

Photoshop-Curves.psd

Photoshop-Split-Tones.psd

5.17 Advanced layer masks
Suitable for Elements – 6, 5.0, 4.0, 3.0, 2.0, 1.0 | Diffi culty level – Basic 

 Though not designed for this purpose it is possible to use the Layer Masks associated with 
adjustment layers to mask image layers. In the example above the sky from the upper image layer is HomeSite with 
the foreground detail from the layer below using the layer mask in the Levels adjustment layer. For this to occur 
the adjustment layer needs to be created with no settings and then the upper image layer is Grouped with the 
adjustment layer.  
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