





Figure 1.48 The basic steps of making and organizing your custom palettes.
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Repeat steps 10 through 13 for all the other menu command shortcuts you wish to add to your
custom palette. You can make shortcuts for almost any menu command anywhere in Painter.

Choose a favorite brush in the Brush Selector palette, such as Artists > Sargent.

Drag either the category or variant icon from the Brush Selector palette into your custom pal-
ette. You will see the category icon appear in the custom palette as a shortcut to the particular
variant.

You can repeat this for any other variants you like. However if you pick more than one variant
from the same category the shortcut icon will look the same and there is no way to tell which
shortcut is which other than memorizing the position or trying each one out. That is why I have
generally included one variant shortcut per category, or separated variants from the same cat-
egory, in my JeremySupaDoopa custom palettes.

To export your custom palette choose Window > Custom Palette > Organizer.




CHAPTER 1

PREPARING

19 Select the custom palette you wish to export (click on its name in the custom palette list so it is
highlighted).

20 Choose Export.

21 Choose where you will save the custom palette.

22 Name the export file (I suggest using the same name as the custom palette).

23 Choose Save. Your export is now complete. If you are on a Mac and you wish to share the cus-
tom palette with a PC machine you will need to find the file on your hard drive and add the file
tag “.pal”.

Tracker Palette

Choose Window > Show Tracker. You'll see a list of brush stroke dabs you have used in Painter.
Resize the palette by dragging in the bottom right corner. Choose List from the Tracker pop-up menu
(top right corner of the Tracker palette) so you see the names of the variants listed. Each time you
use a new brush, the variant is saved on the Tracker palette, up to a maximum of 25 variants. You
can return to a brush variant you like by choosing it from the Tracker palette. You can lock your
favorite variants so that they are always at the top of the Tracker palette by selecting the variant
in the Tracker and then clicking on the lock icon (lower left). Clicking again on the lock icon will
unlock the variant. To clear selected (or all) unlocked brush variants choose Clear Selected (or Clear
All) from the Tracker pop-up menu. Brush variants are stored in the Tracker after the document you
were working on has been closed and between Corel Painter sessions.

The Tracker is a handy way to keep a temporary record of the variants you use in a session. It is
also an alternative way to store and access your favorite brushes. The down side is that it takes up a
lot of space in your precious Painter desktop real estate. It can also be slow to load when full of vari-
ants. For these reasons I prefer to use the variant shortcuts in my JeremySupaDoopa custom palette.
Try it out and decide for yourself if it works for you.

Saving Your Palette Layout

Once you have settled on a palette layout you can save it:

Choose Window > Arrange Palettes > Save Layout.
Name your layout.

Click OK. You will now see your saved layout listed under the Window > Arrange Palettes menu
(Figure 1.49), unless there are already 16 palette layouts which is the maximum. If you reach
the maximum you will need to choose Window > Arrange Palettes > Delete Layout and delete
some of the layouts.

You can save numerous different layouts for different tasks. I have included some layouts that I use
in the Jeremy workspaces, some specifically designed for different screen resolutions. Palette layouts
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Figure 1.49 Saving the current palette layout.

are a powerful tool for efficient workflow. One of the benefits of saving palette layouts is that they
always remain exactly as you saved them.

The palette layout associated with the current workspace changes as you move palettes around.
To return to the original layout associated with a workspace you will need to re-import it (Window >
Workspace > Import Workspace).

Choose Shift-Cmd-S/Shift-Ctrl-S (File > Save As) and save this image into the 01 Abstract project
folder, with the name abstract-xx-chptlend.rif where xx is the next sequential version number in
your on-going Abstract project series. You're going to continue working on it in Chapter 2.

Congratulations! Take a deep breath. You've now got through the set up and preparation and
I am sure you're itching to get painting. Well that’s exactly what’s coming up next ...
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