








Align controls

The Edit menu includes an Auto-Align Layers and Auto
Blend Layers commands. The Auto-Align command can
be used to automatically combine two or more layers and
bring them into register with each other using one of the
alignment options shown right. In the example shown here,
I wanted to combine the best of the two photographs shown
here, in order to produce a more successful composite
image that blended the best of these two pictures. Auto-
Align Layers can also be useful for registering misaligned
images when working with the Merge to HDR command.
The Auto-Blend Layers command takes the auto alignment
one stage further and attempts to blend layers together
more smoothly by applying layer masks of varying opacity
to each layer, evening out any differences in brightness
between each of the layers.

Figure 1.11 In this example | combined the two images on the right by adding
one above the other as a new layer. | then made a shift selection of both layers

to temporarily group them. | then went to the Layer = Align menu and chose
Align Content and selected the Perspective option from the Align Content dialog.
This made Layer 1 register in alignment with the Background layer. To merge the
images together | added a layer mask filled with black to Layer 1 and painted with
white to reveal the girl on the left and blend seamlessly with the layer below.

What’s new in Adobe Photoshop CS3

Figure 1.10 Here are the Auto-Align options
for aligning layers. Auto can do a pretty amazing
job of automatically registering layers. But in
this instance, the Perspective alignment worked
best to register the group portraits.
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Automatic Photomerge

The new Align Content processing has also allowed the
Photoshop team to update the Photomerge feature such that
it can now do a really good job of automatically aligning a
group of images, bypassing the need to use the interactive
Photomerge layout dialog.
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Figure 1.12 Shown here is the very first attempt at using Photomerge in Auto
mode to align a set of 11 photographs, all shot from the same position. | have used
Photomerge quite a bit in the past, but the improved accuracy of the results has
really been quite impressive.
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